HER PUNCTUALITY            27

not by the Calcutta time ". (In Calcutta they still keep to
the local Calcutta time, which is 24 minutes in advance of
the standard time observed by railways and everywhere else-
In other words if it is 8 o'clock according to the Calcutta-
time, it is only 7-36 according to the standard time.) " That
is very good advice ", she said to me, " I must follow that,-
thank you '*. The next day to my utter amazement I saw
her mounting the dais of the Subjects Committee exactly
24 minutes (according to my watch) after the advertised*
Calcutta time for the meeting. Let my readers believe me :

I am not exaggerating at all. Thus she had saved 24
minutes; but the Congress work continued to be at a
standstill then, as on the day before.   The programme had1
not been fixed, the resolutions had not been drafted and'
everything continued in confusion.   The chief problem79t
before the. Congress was how to wrest Swaraj or independ-
ence for India from England. No wonder Mrs. Besant in
her just irritation, criticised the proceedings when she had
spoken to me the day before.

STRONG MEMORY

I went up to her and talked of other matters. Her face-
lit up a little and she seemed glad. I had decided to cele-
brate the 60th birthday of my father that was to fall on the
succeeding Mauni Amavasyab0 day which was to occur in
1929 on February 9, about six weeks later. The English date
of his birth is January 12, 1869, but according to our lunar
calendar which we observe in all such matters, the date
shifts from year to year, by a few days. 1 was anxious that